214      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AOK
we shall be in a better position to judge the liter; and controversial work of the bishop.
Possidius gives us an interesting picture of ] in the episcopal house, which he himself shared : many years. All things were held in common or were supposed to be; for in after years Augi tine found that most of his subordinates }• quietly retained possession of houses, or slaves, other property. Still, in the practical administ tion of the house, the right of private prnpe: was not recognised. All food and clothing v handed in to the common store, and distribui according to need, In one letter August acknowledges receiving a shirt from a lady Carthage; in another, a warm cloak. He \ careful to choose only the more common for own use ; lest, he says, people should compl that his priestly office brought him luxuries wh neither his family nor his profession would h; procured for him. The common table ofFci little beyond bread and vegetables; meat A reserved for visitors and for the sick. Yet he 1 an Ariatotelie idea of moderation in his virt Wine was allowed to the extent of two or th cups each, a fine of one cup being imposed relapse into the African frailty of swearing, Sil